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• Coach & Mentor within the 
entertainment industry


• Co-owner of Picnik Entertainment Ltd


• 20+ years industry knowledge


• 13+ years in Financial Services industry


• Multiple leadership roles across 
countries


• Passionate about seeing others 
succeed

Background



Picnik Entertainment incubates ambitious and diverse companies across the media sector, 
helping them accelerate their businesses both commercially and creatively.   In its first year, 
Picnik has represented company and content sales and investment, set up co-pros across film 
and TV sector (docu and scripted) in addition to IP financing. 

Picnik prides itself in collaborating with unique and diverse companies, and in helping drive 
independent content success through unique and traditional routes to market with an additional 
interest in immersive and technological advances.  



• Business coaching, mentoring, 
feedback, honest input, 
SUPPORT


• Focus on the entertainment 
industry but not exclusive


• Helping people achieve their 
goals and ambitions


• Unlocking potential 
collaborations

Matt Pearcey 
Coaching



Why focus on your CV? 

• Is a CV Outdated? LinkedIn, FB, 
IMDB, Instagram, etc


• Foundations of your career


• Your successes


• Your connections


• Your DNA


• COMPETITION IS EVEN TOUGHER! 

The Importance for Freelancers



"LIFE IS REALLY 
SIMPLE, BUT 
WE INSIST ON 
MAKING IT 
COMPLICATED."



• Your CV should set up who YOU are in an interview & 
vice versa 


• Keep it simple  


• Structure - 1/2 pages, most recent experience first - the 
opening third is your elevator pitch


• Make sure it works in collaboration with your social/
web based CV - IMDB, LinkedIn 


• Plenty of Software options - Keynote, Word, Canva, etc 


• Remove irrelevant information - hobbies, interests, 
driving licence, etc


• If you cannot sell yourself about it, don’t write it! 


• Ask a friend, colleague, mentor to review it with you

General Tips



Formatting tips
• Clean, clear, concise 


• Professional looking - change email, social 
aliases, etc if needed


• 1 - 2 pages - first half is vital


• Make your positions relevant to the reviewer


• Don’t be afraid to make things stand out 


• Use dynamic links where relevant 


• Make it flexible for you - usable for online 
applications, tailor for specific jobs 

• Have multiple CVs for varying roles*



Example CVs



• A cover letter is a must! Your opportunity 
to add context to your application.


• Be mindful of your applications and 
relevance to the job


• If you don’t have the experience, go out 
there and get it!  Relevant experience - 
however short - WINS! 


• Do your homework on the company - be 
interview ready


• Be prepared to start from the very 
bottom


• Runners DO become highly successful 
professionals

Industry Tips



Covering Letters / Emails / Making connections
• Do your research


• Be concise in your letter/email


• Get feedback before you send


• Use existing contacts (wisely) & Find new contacts 


• Read press (Screen/Deadline/Variety/Broadcast etc.)  

• Research industry bodies (Film London/BFI) and festivals (LFF, Raindance etc.)  

• Research companies and contacts (LinkedIn, social media etc)  

• Identify distributors via news alerts / box office rankings / IMDB 

• Introduce yourself - remember first impression counts


• Make your social media presence relevant and acceptable (eg LinkedIn, 
insta etc) 


• Let them know you’ll follow up



Key elements to remember: 

Concise

Cover Letter Relevant

Professional

It’s a small world

Interesting

Easy to read
No pictures

Timely

Dynamic 

Formatting

Add Value

Experience

Keep up to date



Thank you



Contact

Matt Pearcey  
matt@mattpearcey.com 
mpearcey@picnikentertainment.com 


www.picnikentertainment.com 
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