Corporate
Plan
Summary
2023

NFTS Corporate Plan Summary

For nearly half a century, the National
Film and Television School (NFTS) has
developed some of Britain and the
world’s top creative talent. It is widely
acknowledged to be the top school of
its kind in the UK and one of the best
internationally. Over the next five years,
the NFTS wants to be recognised as the
world’s number one film, television and
games school.
In 2018, the NFTS was awarded both the BAFTA for Outstanding
British Contribution to Cinema and the Queen’s Anniversary Prize
for Higher and Further Education.
NFTS alumni have won 11 Oscars and 138 BAFTAs and been
nominated numerous times for each. Our award-winning graduates
include Roger Deakins (Blade Runner: 2049), Nick Park (Wallace
and Gromit), Lynne Ramsay (You Were Never Really Here), David
Yates (Harry Potter and Fantastic Beasts), Laurie Nunn (Sex
Education) and Nick Broomfield (Whitney: Can I Be Me).

About
the NFTS

The NFTS runs more behind-the-camera courses than any other
film school in the world, including core craft areas such as
directing and cinematography, as well as specialisms such as script
supervision and production accounting.
In 2018, it opened its first hub in Glasgow – NFTS Scotland – and
launched the StoryFutures Academy: The National Centre for
Immersive Storytelling at its site in Beaconsfield.
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Our Plan
NFTS 2023 focuses on the future and aims
to build on our success. We will retain the
core of what makes the NFTS different
and special and the culture and approach
which students and staff value. The plan is
arranged into five sections.
1. Creating Opportunity
2. Working UK Wide
3. Exploring Future Storytelling
4. Unlocking and Celebrating our Legacy
5. Building on our Success
Our vision for 2023 - at which point the NFTS will have just
celebrated its 50th anniversary - is to be recognised internationally
as the leading film, television and games school in the world.
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Creating
Opportunity
It is crucial that the NFTS continues
to attract the best talent from all
backgrounds and all parts of the UK
and around the globe.
The NFTS is committed to ensuring it is open to students
of genuine ability, no matter what their background or
financial circumstances.
In order that potential students from all backgrounds know
who we are and how we can help their career, we will
launch and deliver a major UK-wide outreach programme,
seek to minimise fee increases for home students, and
increase the annual student intake in the core film and
television production disciplines from 8 to 10.
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Working Uk-Wide

To live up to its role as the UK’s
‘national’ film and television school, it is
vital that the NFTS supports production
where it is taking place. That’s why we
established our hub in Glasgow – NFTS
Scotland – in 2018, with the support of
the Scottish Government and the BBC.
We want to build on the early success
of NFTS Scotland and continue to break
beyond our base in Beaconsfield.
To do that we will establish two further creative hubs for course
delivery working with our broadcast partners, support the BFI and
ScreenSkills to establish Craft ‘Centres of Excellence’ across the
UK, and open an office and teaching space in London.
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Exploring
Future
Storytelling

It is important that the NFTS continues
to operate at the vanguard of movingimage storytelling, exploring the
narrative possibilities of immersive and
other technologies and supporting
students to think about the politics of
storytelling and the impact of changing
patterns of production, distribution,
exhibition and consumption on their
creative work.
We will facilitate training, experimental labs and other
opportunities for professionals to engage with immersive
storytelling, develop and fund new immersive productions,
facilitate placements for specialists from film, television and
games to explore the opportunities of immersive, and ultimately
develop a new Masters in Immersive Storytelling. Beyond
immersive, we will consider the commercial, creative and cultural
potential of other new storytelling forms.
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Unlocking and
Celebrating
our Legacy

It is important that the
industry, public and future
students can understand the
tremendous cultural legacy the
NFTS of today has been built
upon. To that end we will use
the School’s 50th anniversary
as an opportunity to tell that
incredible story.
We will restore culturally significant sections of
the School’s archive of graduation films and make
them available to the public, and identify and deliver
opportunities to share the story and history of the
NFTS and to celebrate our 50th anniversary. We will
also seek to double the size of our scholarship fund
and raise funds for further development and expansion
of the Beaconsfield Studio site.
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Building on
our Success
We are already the leading film,
television and games school in the
UK, and we are determined to be
recognised as the best in the world, not
just one of the best. To do that,
we cannot stand still.
To that end, we will launch a new blended learning course offer
with national, and potentially international, reach, including
developing an online platform for the delivery of courses. We will
also strengthen our offer to Independent Production Companies
to support company or company-supported CPD. And we will
develop and implement an Environment and Sustainability plan
and a new Inclusion Plan, and we will significantly progress making
our staff base as diverse as the student body.
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Thank you.

The NFTS is immensely grateful to the
individuals, trusts, foundations and
companies who support our work.
Many have supported the School for the
majority of its existence. The NFTS is
a registered charity (no 313429) and
receives around 32% statutory funding.
In order to fund the remainder of its
core activities and scholarships, it
depends on voluntary income.
Thank you for your continued support:

Platinum Partner
Sponsor 2020

Key Partner
Sponsors 2019-2020

Key Partner
Funders 2019-2020

Other significant project funders:
Scottish Government
Buckinghamshire and Thames Valley Local Enterprise Partnership
Creative Europe
Google
Netflix
UK Research and Innovation

Beaconsfield Studios
Station Road
Beaconsfield
Bucks HP9 1LG
01494 671234
nfts.co.uk

